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ACCORDING TO RECENT COUNTS, NOW THERE ARE
469,470 WORDS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, WHICH
IS ABOUT 3 TIMES MORE THAN THE NUMBER OF 
WORDS AVAILABLE TO CHAUCER, AUTHOR OF 
"CANTERBURY TALES" IN THE 14TH CENTURY. 

• FALSE

• Altogether Chaucer used about 2,000 

English words in his works, which is about

2,345 times fewer than the number of 

English words available today.  The exact

numbers are difficult to judge, though, in 

both directions. 



SHAKESPEARE USED ABOUT 200 000 ENGLISH 
WORDS AT THE TURN OF THE 16TH-17TH CENTURIES. 

• FALSE

• In all of his works – the plays, the sonnets

and the narriative poems – Shakespeare 

uses 17,677 different words.



MANAGER, FASHIONABLE, EYEBALL , UNCOMFORTABLE
AND ADDICTION ARE ALL WORDS INVENTED BY
SHAKESPEARE.

• True

• The 422 Words That Shakespeare 

Invented - The LitCharts Blog

https://www.litcharts.com/blog/shakespeare/words-shakespeare-invented/


BETWEEN THE END OF THE REIGN OF ELIZABETH I 
(1603) AND THE 90. BIRTHDAY OF ELIZABETH II IN 
2016, THE NUMBER OF ENGLISH SPEAKERS
INCREASED ALMOST FIFTYFOLD, TO ABOUT 250M, 
THE MAJORITY LIVING OUTSIDE THE BRITISH ISLES. 
• FALSE

• End of the reign of Elizabeth I (1603): 5-

7M English speakers living mainly on the

British Isles

• Beginning of the reign of Elizabeth II 

(1952), this figure increased almost 

fiftyfold, to some 250 million, the vast

majority living outside the British Isles.
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TRUE

Only speaking English 231,122,908

Other than English 60, 361, 574



ABOUT 150 NEW WORDS ARE ENTERED INTO THE
OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY EVERY YEAR; IN 2016, 
FOR INSTANCE, PHUBBING, DUMPSTER FIRE AND 
BREXIT.
• FALSE

• Phubbing

– The practice of ignoring one's 

companion or companions in order to 

pay attention to one's phone or other 

mobile device.

• Dumpster fire

– A complete and utter disaster or a 

completely chaotic situation, likened to 

a fire in a dumpster, which quickly 

becomes uncontrollable. The phrase 

can be applied to both situations and 

people.

• Brexit



A LOCAL, NON-STANDARD VARIETY OF ENGLISH, 
WHICH MIGHT BE LARGELY INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO
NATIVE SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH, MIGHT BECOME THE
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF A COUNTRY AND THE
MOTHER TONGUE OF ITS CITIZENS.
• TRUE

• Nigerian English, etc.

• Camfranglais: vernacular
of Cameroon, consisting
of a mixture of 
Cameroonian French, 
Cameroonian English and 
Cameroonian Pidgin
English, in addition to
lexical contributions from
various indigenous
languages of Cameroon.
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TRUE 

Geordie – New Castle

Mancunian – Machester

Brummie - Birmingham

Potteries - Staffordshire



ALTOGETHER THERE ARE ABOUT 1500 
REGIONAL DIALECTS OF ENGLISH.

• Probably FALSE

• Impossible to count

• Official language in 67 countries

• 50 dialects only in the UK

• List of dialects of the English language | 
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